REVOLUTION:    BLOODY   OR   BLOODLESS
section of society, from the new generation of young
intellectuals, tougher and more self-disciplined than
ten years ago, to the least organised new trades in the
Thames Valley, are inconceivable in backward countries
like the old Russia or modern Spain, in which the
dictatorship of the proletariat faces a structurally
distinct class enemy, which, as such, must be crushed
in blood before Socialism can be won. As I pointed
out in the last chapter, the potential enemy classes still
remain in the advanced countries, but they remain as
symbols of the past rather than as exclusive function-
ing parts of society. The public schoolboy of to-day
enjoys privileges, it is true, but to some extent he must
work and compete with members of lower classes in
order to survive at all, and his ideology rests, less upon
fact than upon the memory of a dying epoch of
absolute class rule. He must be watched, but some of
his number have already been won for the revolution.
In Russk such a thing was rare indeed.
Thus, the dictatorship of the proletariat following
revolution in highly-advanced capitalism may well find
itself faced with a very easily crushable enemy. This
means that a peaceful, or very nearly peaceful re-
volution is theoretically possible. Then again, and this
is of greater importance, whether the struggle be
bloody or non-bloody, the period of duration of the